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SUBJECT: ETHIOPIAN DELEGATION VISITS CAMEROON 

REF: A. STATE 82633 B. DAKAR 2889 C. YAOUNDE 1836 

1 . THE THREE MAN GOODWILL DELEGATION PROM ETHIOPIA LED BY 
LT. COL ABEBE BELAYNEH ARRIVED IN YAOUNDE APRIL 29 AND 
REPORTEDLY RETURNED TO ETHIOPIA APRIL 30 OR MAY 1. THE OTHER 
DELEGATION MEMBERS ARE ABATE AGUIDE, ETHIOPIAN AMBASSADOR TO 
SENEGAL, AND ADAMSSU CHERINET OF THE ETHIOPIAN FOREIGN APPAIRS 
DEPARTMENT. THIS IS THE PIRST ETHIOPIAN MISSION TO CAMEROON 
SINCE THE TAKEOVER BY THE EPMG. 

2. THE DELEGATION WAS RECEIVED BY PRIME MINISTER BIYA 
DUE TO THE ABSENCE OP PRESIDENT AHIDJO. LT. COL ABEBE SPOKE 
TO JOURNALISTS AFTER THE MEETING.HE EXPLAINED THAT THE 
DELEGATION CARRIED A GOOD WILL MESSAGE POR AHIDJO PROM MENGISTU 
AND THAT IT BRIEPED BIYA ON THE "REAL SITUATION IN ETHIOPIA." IN 
RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS, ABEBE SAID THAT THE ETHIOPIAN DECISION TO 
OUST THE AMERICANS WAS NOT POR AMERICANS ALONE, BUT POR ALL 
IMPERIALIST COUNTRIES. HE EXPLAINED THE ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT'S 
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TURN TO THE LEFT AS A RESPONSE TO PRESSURE PROM THE ETHIOPIAN 
MASSES. ACCORDING TO THE ENGLISH VERSION OP THE OFPICIAL GOVERNMENT 
NEWUUBULPATIO, ACAP, ABEBE ADDED THAT "THE REVOLUTIONARY ETHIOPIAN 
PEOPLE HAVE TURNED SOCIALIST AND ARE DETERMINED TO LEAD ON TO 
COMMUNISM." THE PRENCH VERSION OP ACAP DOES NOT INCLUDE THIS 
COMMENT, MERELY STATING THAT "ETHIOPIAN HAS ADOPTED SOCIALISM." 
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3. WHEN QUESTIONED ON THE SITUATION IN DJIBOUTI, ABEBE SAID 
ETHIOPIA'S GOAL WAS THE "AUTHENTIC INDEPENDENCE OF ALL 
POLITICAL PARTIES" AND DEPLORED ANY EOREIGN INTERVENTION THERE. 

4. COMMENT: THE POST HAS NOTED REPEATED DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN 
THE ERENCH VERSION OE ACAP, WHICH IS GENERALLY NEUTRAL IN STANCE, 

AND THE NORMALLY LEFT-SLANTED ENGLISH VERSION OVER QUITE SOME 
TIME. BIYA'S RESPONSE TO THE DELEGATION WAS ALMOST CERTAINLY CAUTIOUS 
AND 

NONCOMMITTAL SINCE, AS INDICATED REF C, CAMEROON HAS REEUSED TO 
"CHOOSE SIDES" IN AFRICAN HORN CONFLICTS. 

SPIRO 

NOTE BY OCT: NOT PASSED OAU COLLECTIVE. 
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